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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claim 9 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Landis and Morandin. Rejections based on the newly 
cited reference(s) follow. Accordingly the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is withdrawn and a new rejection is presented below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 9, 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Landis (3333803). 

Claim 9: Landis discloses a support bracket for positioning within a rain 
gutter that includes an overlying gutter cover panel, said bracket comprising: 

a) a substantially L-shaped body (as seen in figure 2) including a first leg 
(33, 35, 37, 38, 39) adapted to be oriented substantially vertically when the 
bracket is installed in a .gutter, and a second leg (30) adapted to be oriented 
substantially horizontally when the bracket is installed in a gutter, 

the first leg including a mounting surface (generally the back side of 33) 
adapted to contact a rear wall of a gutter (as seen in figures 1 , 5) and a front 
surface spaced from the mounting surface and connected therewith by a central 
panel that extends between the mounting surface and the front surface; 
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b) at least one first bore (at 34) extending through the first leg toward the 
mounting surface and generally aligned with the second leg for receiving a 
bracket fastener for securing the bracket to a substantially vertical building 
surface adjacent to a roof edge; 

c) at least one second bore (generally at 32) extending into the second leg 
for receiving a cover panel fastener for securing a front edge of the gutter cover 
panel to the bracket; 

d) engagement means (31 ) carried by the second leg for engaging and 
supporting a front wall portion of a gutter, the second leg including a stop surface 
(the bottom of 31, generally near 14 of figure 1) for abutment with and positioning 
relative to the bracket of a front edge of the gutter cover panel, wherein the stop 
surface is positioned below an opening of the at least one second bore; and 

e) upwardly-facing, flat support surface means (35) carried by the first leg 
for engaging a rear surface portion of the gutter cover panel. 

Claim 2: A support bracket in accordance with claim 1, wherein the first 
leg includes at least two first bores spaced from each other along the first leg (as 
seen in the figure 1). 

Claim 3: A support bracket in accordance with claim 9, wherein the at 
least one second bore is a blind bore (as seen in the figure). 

Claim 4: A support bracket in accordance with claim 9, wherein the 
engagement means is a hook member that is adapted to engage a reentrant lip 
carried at an upper front edge of a gutter (where 31 is configured as a hook 
capable of engaging a reentrant lip). 
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Claims 9, 5-7, 10-13, 15, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Morandin et al (5617678). 

Claim 9: Morandin discloses a support bracket for positioning within a rain 
gutter that includes an overlying gutter cover panel, said bracket comprising: 

a) a substantially L-shaped body (as seen in figure 5) including a first leg 
(the vertical right side of the bracket) adapted to be oriented substantially 
vertically when the bracket is installed in a .gutter, and a second leg (the 
horizontal middle and left of the bracket) adapted to be oriented substantially 
horizontally when the bracket is installed in a gutter, 

the first leg including a mounting surface (at 102, 108) adapted to contact 
a rear wall of a gutter (as seen in figures 4, 5) and a front surface (near 82) 
spaced from the mounting surface and connected therewith by a central panel ( 
38, 42) that extends between the mounting surface and the front surface; 

b) at least one first bore (at 4) extending through the first leg toward the 
mounting surface and generally aligned with the second leg for receiving a 
bracket fastener for securing the bracket to a substantially vertical building 
surface adjacent to a roof edge; 

c) at least one second bore (at 50) extending into the second leg for 
receiving a cover panel fastener for securing a front edge of the gutter cover 
panel to the bracket; 

d) engagement means (generally at 62) carried by the second leg for 
engaging and supporting a front wall portion of a gutter, the second leg including 
a stop surface (100) for abutment with and positioning relative to the bracket of a 
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front edge of the gutter cover panel, wherein the stop surface is positioned below 
an opening of the at least one second bore; and 

e) upwardly-facing, flat support surface means (52) carried by the first leg 
for engaging a rear surface portion of the gutter cover panel. 

Claim 5: A support bracket in accordance with claim 9, wherein the 
support surface means is a surface inclined in a downward direction from a plane 
defined by the mounting surface and extending toward the gutter front wall 
engagement means (where the element 52 is inclined and is attached to a 
surface of the leg that is also inclined downward toward the front of the gutter). 

Claims 6-7: A support bracket in accordance with claim 5, wherein the 
support surface means is inclined at an inclination angle of from about 85° to 
about 60° , including 75°, relative to the mounting surface (as seen in figure 5). 

Claims 10-13: A support bracket in accordance with claim 9, including at 
least one aperture, in the first leg (the aperture between 93 and 40 as seen in 
figure 5); and or in the second leg (the aperture bounded by wall 24, 44, 26, 42) 
in the bracket body for receiving a fastener for fastening an end, cap relative to 
the bracket. 

Claim 15: A support bracket in accordance with claim 9, including a 
contact surface (generally wall 24 above 44 near 50) carried by the second leg 
between the first leg and the engagement means for contact with an inturned end 
of the overlying gutter cover panel. 
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Claim 18: A bracket in accordance with claim 15, wherein the contact 
surface includes a stop (generally where element 50 is formed) for engagement 
with an edge of the gutter cover panel. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 
571-272-8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru 
Thursday, 9:00am to 5:00pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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